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Friday 11 October 2024 at 7.30pm

FIBONACCI QUARTET 
Mozart – String Quartet No.16 in E-flat major, K.428
Schulhoff – Five Pieces for String Quartet
Schubert – String Quartet in D minor, D810 ‘Death and the Maiden’

Members of the quartet (left to right): 
Elliot Kempton (viola) 
Luna de Mol (violin) 
Kryštof Kohout (violin) 
Findlay Spence (cello) 

Photo: Julia Bohle

The Fibonacci Quartet are supported by the 
Young Classical Artists Trust 

THE FIBONACCI QUARTET are one of 
Europe’s leading young string quartets, and 
are prolific prize-winners in both the UK and 
abroad. Based in the UK, the quartet are a 
resident ensemble at the Escuela Superior 
de Musica Reina Sofia in Madrid with Günter 
Pichler and at the Dutch String Quartet 
Academy with Marc Danel, and frequently 
perform in association with ProQuartet 
in Paris.

The Quartet have received numerous awards 
including both first prize and the audience 
prize at the 13th ‘Premio Paolo Borciani’ 
International String Quartet Competition, 
first prize in the Royal Over-Seas League 

Chamber Music Competition, in the Cavatina 
Chamber Music Competition, and in the 
International Triomphe de l’Art Competition 
in Belgium, the Kirckman Society Award, 
audience prize at the Schiermonikoog 
Festival and the special prize of the 
Shostakovich Association in Paris.

They were privileged to work closely with 
Kaija Saariaho to record ‘Terra Memoria’ 
for BBC Radio 3 at the Barbican in one of 
her final projects. The Fibonacci Quartet 
are generously supported by the Escuela 
Reina Sofia, the Hattori Foundation, 
Fondation Biermans-Lapôtre (Paris) and 
Talent Unlimited.



Friday 8 November 2024 at 7.30pm

IGNAS MAKNICKAS PIANO

Schubert – Sonata in A major, D664
Carl Vine – Five Bagatelles
Bortkievicz – Preludes Op.33 Nos.1, 2, 3, 6, 7

Remesa – Stigmatas
Chopin – Nocturnes Op.27
Chopin – Polonaise-Fantasie, Op.61

In 2021, IGNAS MAKNICKAS received the 
Queen’s Award for Excellence as the highest-
scoring graduate of the Royal Academy of 
Music. In 2023, he was the winner of Young 
Classical Artists Trust International Auditions 
and gave his debut recital at Wigmore Hall. 
In 2024, Ignas won First Prize at the Royal 
Over-Seas League Keyboard Competition 
having previously also won first prize at the 
XIX Fryderyk Chopin Piano Competition 
for Youth and at the XX Piano Competition 
“Young Virtuoso” in Zagreb.

Born in California, Ignas was raised in 
Lithuania where he graduated from the 
National School of Art in Vilnius. With his 

sister and three brothers, the talented 
Maknickas Family Ensemble has represented 
Lithuania on national television and at 
state occasions.

Ignas completed his BA and MA programmes 
under Professor Joanna MacGregor with 
whom he commenced the Advanced 
Diploma Programme in 2023. He is a 
Leverhulme Arts Scholar, a recipient of the 
ABRSM Scholarship Award, the Imogen 
Cooper Music Trust Scholarship, Munster 
Trust Mark James Award, Robert Turnbull 
Piano Foundation Award, Tillett Trust 
and Colin Keer Trust Award and Hattori 
Foundation Award.

Photo: Kaupo Kikkas

Ignas Maknickas is a selected artist under the 
Countess of Munster Musical Trust scheme



Friday 13 December 2024 at 7.30pm

PELLÉAS ENSEMBLE  
Bartok (arr. Tunnicliffe) – Romanian Folk Dances
Rameau (arr. Tunnicliffe) – Selections from Les Boréades
Debussy – Sonata for Flute, Harp and Viola
Trad. (arr. Roberts) – Three Irish Tunes
Beamish – Between Earth and Sea
Jolivet – Petite Suite

The PELLÉAS ENSEMBLE have made a name 
for themselves through their intimate and 
honest music-making. They are regularly 
praised for their compelling performance 
and immediate connection with audiences. 
Playing with “verve and polish” (The Times), 
they have won awards from the Royal 
Philharmonic Society, the Royal Over-Seas 
League and the Tillett Trust, and performed 
extensively across the UK.

Their critically acclaimed debut 
album Nature and the Imagination 

(Linn Records 2021) presents a rich and 
expressive collection of repertoire spanning 
three centuries, and demonstrates the 
versatility of the ensemble. They are 
persuasive advocates for their unusual 
combination of instruments and are 
constantly exploring ways to expand the 
group’s repertoire. As well as arranging 
their own pieces, the Pelléas Ensemble have 
enjoyed many close collaborations with 
composers and have premiered new works 
at Wigmore Hall and St John’s Smith Square.

Members of the ensemble (left to right): 
Luba Tunnicliffe (viola)
Henry Roberts (flute)
Oliver Wass (harp) 

Photo: Matilda Hill-Jenkins

This concert is generously sponsored by 
Michael Lynes Jeweller, Witney



Friday 10 January 2025 at 7.30pm

THE GESUALDO SIX
The Gesualdo Six ‘Morning Star’ programme celebrates the festival of Epiphany through a tapestry 
of well-known seasonal carols together with Renaissance gems and highlights from the 21st cen-
tury. Amongst the composers represented in this programme are William Byrd, Herbert Howells, 
Cheryl Frances-Hoad, Arvo Pärt, Judith Bingham, Orlande de Lassus and Carlo Gesualdo.

THE GESUALDO SIX is an award-winning 
British vocal ensemble comprising some of 
the UK’s finest consort singers, directed by 
Owain Park. Formed in 2014 in Cambridge, 
they are praised for their imaginative 
programming and impeccable blend, 
performing at major festivals worldwide. 
Notable highlights include performances 
at Wigmore Hall (London), Miller Theatre 
(New York), the Sydney Opera House, and 
their BBC Proms debut in 2023. They have 
collaborated with Fretwork, and Matilda 
Lloyd and tour a work of concert-theatre, 
Secret Byrd, with director Bill Barclay.

Committed to music education, they 
regularly host workshops for young 
musicians and use their social media to 
make classical music accessible to millions. 
They have recently commissioned works 
from Shruthi Rajasekar, Joanna Marsh, 
and coronasolfège by Héloïse Werner. 
Their debut recording, English Motets, 
was released on Hyperion Records in 2018 
to critical acclaim, and their latest album, 
Queen of Hearts, was released in June 2024. Members of The Gesualdo Six (left to right): 

Alasdair Austin (countertenor)
Guy James (countertenor)
Michael Craddock (baritone)
Josh Cooter (tenor)
Joseph Wicks (tenor)
Owain Park (director & bass)

Photo: Ash Mills



Friday 14 February 2025 at 7.30pm 

	 EMMA JOHNSON	 CLARINET

	 JOHN LENEHAN	 PIANO   

EMMA JOHNSON MBE is one of the 
few clarinettists to have established an 
international career as a solo performer. 
Her career was launched when, aged 17, 
she won BBC Young Musician with a TV 
audience of 12 million, followed by the 
Young Concert Artists Auditions in New 
York. A passionate advocate of the clarinet 
as a solo instrument, Emma is known for 
her eclectic programming which has ranged 
from Mozart with Sir Yehudi Menuhin to 
Klezmer at the Jazz Café. Her composition 
Songs of Celebration was recently performed 
in Dublin, London and Tokyo and her 
clarinet concerto Tree of Life, a response to 
the climate emergency, is touring in 2024. 
Emma plays a clarinet made by the English 
instrument maker Peter Eaton.

With more than 70 albums reflecting 
a variety of genres and styles, JOHN 
LENEHAN ranks as one of the most versatile 
pianists on the classical scene. Praised by 
the New York Times for his “great flair and 
virtuosity”, John has collaborated with 
leading instrumentalists. As a soloist he 
has appeared with LSO, RPO and LPO and 
championed the works of John Ireland, 
recording the complete piano works for 
Naxos. His recording of the Ireland Concerto 
with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic won 
a Gramophone award. He’s also a composer; 
recent performances of his work have been 
heard at the Last Night of the Proms and 
worldwide. His piano concerto The Legend 
of Maritime Silk Road premièred in China 
in 2023.

Finzi – Bagatelles
Brahms – Sonata Op.120 No.1
Lutosławski – Dance Preludes

Schumann – Fantasiestücke Op.73
Mozart – Larghetto K581a
Poulenc – Sonata

Photos: 
Left: Emma Johnson  
by Frances Marshall 

Right: John Lenehan  
by Robert Piwko



Friday 14 March 2025 at 7.30pm

TRIO ISIMSIZ

Formed in 2009 at the Guildhall School 
of Music & Drama, TRIO ISIMSIZ won 
1st Prize and the Audience Prize at the 2015 
Trondheim Competition, and 2nd Prize at 
the 2017 Haydn Competition in Vienna. They 
were represented by Young Classical Artists 
Trust (YCAT) from 2013 to 2018 and won a 
Borletti-Buitoni Trust Fellowship Award in 
2018. The Trio performs widely in Europe, 
with highlights including recitals at festivals 
in Trondheim, Stavanger, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, and Peasmarsh, and venues 

like the Kölner Philharmonie, Tivoli Concert 
Hall, and Théâtre des Abbesses in Paris. 
They have toured in China and Argentina 
and collaborated with notable artists such 
as Anthony Marwood and Richard Lester. 
Recent highlights include performances at 
Wigmore Hall, Beethoven-Haus Bonn, and 
the Aldeburgh Festival. Their recordings 
have received critical acclaim, and they 
premiered Francisco Coll’s new piano trio in 
Madrid in January 2022, followed by the UK 
premiere at the Aldeburgh Festival.

Haydn – Piano Trio No.42 in E flat Hob XV:30
Brahms – Piano Trio No.3 in C minor Op.101
Schubert – Piano Trio in B flat D.898

Members of the trio (left to right):

Edvard Pogossian (cello) 

Pablo Hernán Benedí (violin) 

Erdem Misirlioglu (piano)

Photo: Verena Chen




