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Friday 13 October 2023 at 7.30pm

MICHAEL FOYLE VIOLIN

MAKSIM ŠTŠURA PIANO 
Janáček – Sonata for Violin and Piano
Brahms – Sonata in A major, Op.100

Joachim – Romance
Beethoven –	Sonata No.9 in A major, Op.47 	

	 Kreutzer

MICHAEL FOYLE is proving to be a violinist 
of great class on the concert platform and his 
powerful communication style has won over 
audiences internationally. Michael launched 
his career by winning the 2016 Netherlands 
Violin Competition. His performance of 
Szymanowski’s Violin Concerto No.1 with the 
Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra led to an 
immediate invitation to give his debut recital in 
the Concertgebouw, Amsterdam.

His London debut followed with a recital at 
Wigmore Hall and since then he has performed 
recitals in the UK’s most prestigious venues, 
regularly being broadcast on Radio 3. His 
debut CDs were critically acclaimed and in 
January 2023, his CD release of Complete 
Beethoven Sonatas on Challenge Records 
with Maksim Štšura received five stars in BBC 
Music Magazine.

Alongside his solo career, Michael is violinist 
of Trio Balthasar and Professor of Violin at the 
Royal Academy of Music (the youngest in its 
200-year history) and at the Hochschule für 
Musik und Tanz in Cologne.

Michael plays a 1750 Gennaro Gagliano violin 
on private loan.

MAKSIM ŠTŠURA won First Prizes at the 
Beethoven Intercollegiate Piano Competition, 
the Estonian Piano Competition, the Steinway-
Klavierspiel Wettbewerb in Germany and 
the International Frederic Chopin Piano 
Competition in Estonia. He has appeared as 
soloist with orchestras throughout Europe and 
is also in great demand as a chamber musician 
collaborating with Jakobstad Sinfonietta 
(Finland), Mediterranean Chamber Brass (Spain) 
and Florin Ensemble (UK).

Maksim studied at the Estonian Academy of 
Music and Theatre and at the Hochschule für 
Musik und Theater, Hamburg, before moving 
to London to complete his Masters and Artist 
Diploma degrees at the Royal College of Music. 

In 2020, Maksim was appointed Lecturer in 
Piano, Chamber Music and Music History at 
the Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre 
in Tallinn and in 2021 he received the annual 
award of the Cultural Endowment of Estonia.
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Friday 10 November 2023 at 7.30pm

ALESSANDRO FISHER TENOR

ASHOK GUPTA PIANO

Michael Head – Over the rim of the moon
Clara Schumann – Op.23
Robert Schumann – Op.24 Liederkreis
Schubert –	Der Schiffer, Der Fischer, Die Forelle, 	

	 Gondelfahrer

Meyerbeer – Mina
Chausson – Sérénade Italienne
Fauré –	Barcarolle (Gondolier du Rialto - Op.7 	

	 No.3)
Reynaldo Hahn – Venezia

Awarded a 2022 Borletti-Buitoni Trust 
Fellowship, ALESSANDRO FISHER was a 
member of the BBC New Generation Artists 
Scheme between 2018 and 2021. An Associate 
Artist of The Mozartists, he won first prize at 
the 2016 Kathleen Ferrier Awards.

He made his Salzburg Festival debut 
as Lucano in L’Incoronazione di Poppea 
and operatic engagements have further 
included performances with Garsington 
Opera, Glyndebourne Festival Opera, The 
Grange Festival, Opera Rara and the Royal 
Opera, London. He also appears regularly in 
concert and recital, including performances 
with London Symphony Orchestra, Royal 
Northern Sinfonia, Ulster Orchestra and 
Radio Filharmonisch Orkest, as well as the 
BBC Orchestras.A committed recitalist he 
has appeared at the Wigmore Hall, as well as 
with Leeds Lieder, Oxford Lieder and at the NI 
Glenarm Festival of Voice.

Described by the Times as “a thoughtful and 
sensitive pianist”, collaborative pianist ASHOK 
GUPTA was a prize winner at the 2016 Ferrier 
Awards, the 2017 Bonn Beethoven Competition 
and the 2018 Royal Over-Seas League 
Competition. 

Ashok has enjoyed collaborations with 
internationally acclaimed artists including 
Dame Sarah Connolly, Louise Kemény, 
Dame Ann Murray and Lorenza Borrani. He 
has performed at major venues including 
Wigmore Hall, Birmingham Symphony Hall, 
Holywell Music Room, Bonn Beethoven-Haus, 
Glyndebourne and at festivals including Oxford 
Lieder, Leeds Lieder, Buxton and Cheltenham.

He has been a visiting coach at the Royal 
Academy of Music and the Guildhall School 
of Music and Drama. Ashok is grateful to the 
Leverhulme Trust, the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council and the Leonard Hancock 
Memorial Foundation for their support.
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Friday 8 December 2023 at 7.30pm

ROSSETTI ENSEMBLE  
Mozart – Piano Quartet in G minor
David Matthews – A Song and Dance Sketchbook
Dvořák – Piano Quartet in E flat

The ROSSETTI ENSEMBLE was created in 2018 
from long-standing collaborations between 
pianist John Lenehan, violinist Sara Trickey, 
violist Sarah-Jane Bradley and cellist Tim Lowe. 
Named after Dante Gabriel, the eminent British 
poet and Pre-Raphaelite artist, the group is 
passionate about the repertoire of the era and 
composers who derived inspiration from his 
work during the late romantic period and early 
20th century. In addition to piano quartets, 
the group is flexible, working with other high-
profile instrumentalists to produce imaginative 
and varied programmes.

Recent appearances included the world 
premiere of “Crystal” for piano quartet by 
Nathan Williamson at the grand finale of the 
William Alwyn Festival, and warmly received 
London concerts at Kings Place and Conway 
Hall. Forthcoming major concerts include 
Cambridge IAML Festival, the Hertfordshire 

Festival of Music, Little Missenden Festival, 
York Chamber Music Festival, Kendal Midday 
Series, Chester Celebrity Concerts, Cratfield 
Music and Norwich Chamber Music.

The group is currently including works 
commissioned by the Schubert Ensemble under 
the auspices of their trust to promote these 
works. In 2023, the featured work is David 
Matthews’ piano quartet in his 80th birthday 
year, and in 2024, Judith Weir’s piano quartet 
in honour of her 70th birthday year.

The group’s recording in three volumes of the 
complete chamber works of Austrian composer 
Robert Furstenthal is available on Toccata 
Classics. His music, written in the first half of 
the 20th century, is very much in the romantic 
genre with echoes of Brahms and Richard 
Strauss – truly beautiful. 

Members of the ensemble, left to right:

Tim Lowe (cello) 
Sara Trickey (violin) 
Sarah-Jane Bradley (viola) 
John Lenehan (piano)

Photo credit: Robert Piwko



Friday 12 January 2024 at 7.30pm

FREDERICO PAIXÃO FLUTE

MARK ROGERS PIANO

Chaminade – Concertino
Tailleferre – Pastorale & Forlane
Lili Boulanger –	Nocturne &  

	 D’un matin de printemps
Bonis – Sonata
Godard – Suite de trois morceaux

Eurico Carrapatoso –	Le tombeau de  
	 G. Tailleferre

Saint-Saëns –	Volière from  
	 Carnival of the Animals

Martinů – Sonata

Portuguese flautist FREDERICO PAIXÃO 
started his musical studies in Lisbon before 
moving to London in 2013 to study at the 
Purcell School. He then won a full scholarship 
to study at the Royal Academy of Music, where 
he won the Flute, Piccolo, and RAM Club Prizes 
and later became a Chamber Music Fellow.

Frederico is currently on trial for Principal 
Flute in orchestras for the Birmingham, 
Northern, and Scottish Ballet companies, 
having also played Guest Principal Flute with 
the Philharmonia, BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra, Scottish Opera, Royal Northern 
Sinfonia, Britten Sinfonia, and the Orchestra 
del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino in Italy. A 
confident soloist, Frederico has made several 
concerto appearances. On the baroque flute, 
Frederico has worked with the Armonico 
Consort and performed with Rachel Podger 
at Wigmore Hall as part of the RAM 
Baroque Soloists.

MARK ROGERS is an American pianist 
specializing in vocal and chamber music. 
He’s been a Young Artist at the Leeds Lieder 
Festival, the Ludlow English Song Weekend, 
and the Britten Pears programme. Previously, 
he was accompanist for BBC Choir of the 
Year Les Sirenes and is now a staff pianist at 
Oxenfoord summer school.

Mark was awarded the Alex Menzies Memorial 
prize and the Hester Dickson Lieder prize at 
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, where 
he completed his undergraduate studies in 
2021. He recently won first prize in the RPS 
Young Classical Writers competition, and 
writes programme notes for Wigmore Hall. 
Mark is supported by a scholarship from the 
Royal Academy of Music where he’s finishing a 
Masters in Piano Accompaniment with James 
Baillieu, Malcolm Martineau, and Michael 
Dussek, and where he was recently awarded 
first prize in Art Song accompaniment.

Frederico Paixão is a selected 
artist under the Countess of 

Munster Musical Trust scheme



Friday 9 February 2024 at 7.30pm 

ANTONINA SUHANOVA  

Pianist ANTONINA SUHANOVA has 
performed on international stages since 2000. 
After studies in her native Latvia, she was 
admitted to the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama where she gained First Class Bachelor 
of Music and Master of Performance degrees, 
both with distinction. After completing the 
Artist Diploma course at the GSMD with 
distinction, Antonina was appointed a junior 
fellow of the school.

Antonina has performed at the Steinway Hall 
in New York, the Wiener Saal in Salzburg, 
Jerwood Hall, LSO St Luke’s, St Martin-in-
the-Fields, St James’s Piccadilly, Milton Court 
Concert Hall and Barbican Hall in London, the 
Riga Great Guild Hall, the Moscow International 
House of Music, and the Erin Arts Centre. 
She has appeared as a soloist with several 
European orchestras and has performed at 

renowned festivals worldwide. She made her 
debut performance at the Barbican Hall with 
the Guildhall Symphony Orchestra under the 
baton of Adrian Leaper and her solo debut 
at the Wigmore Hall was broadcast live 
on BBC Radio 3. In 2020 as the Musicians’ 
Company prize winner, Antonina made her solo 
debut at the Southbank Centre Purcell Room. 
Her performances have also been broadcast in 
several European countries.

Antonina is the recipient of many awards 
including the Hattori Foundation Senior 
award, the Drake Calleja Trust award and 
the Musicians’ Company award. In 2022 she 
became a grant holder of the Oleg Prokofiev 
Trust and was invited to perform at the Rio 
Piano Festival in Brazil. In September 2022, 
Antonina joined the faculty of the Junior 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama. 

Photo: Sintija Sandore

Mozart – Sonata in F major, K.280
Debussy – Estampes
Britten – 3 Character Pieces
Schubert – Sonata in A minor, D.845



Friday 8 March 2024 at 7.30pm

MARMEN QUARTET

With a growing reputation for the courage, 
vitality and intensity of its performances, 
the MARMEN QUARTET is fast establishing 
itself as one of the most impressive and 
engaging new talents in the chamber music 
arena. 2019 marked a year of significant 
achievement for the Quartet, with First 
Prizes at both the Bordeaux International 
String Quartet Competition and Banff 
International String Quartet Competition, 
where they were also awarded the Haydn and 
Canadian Commission prizes. Other accolades 
include first prize at the Royal Over-Seas 
League Competition (2018) and awards at 
the International Joseph Joachim Chamber 
Music Competition.

The Marmen Quartet has performed at venues 
including Wigmore Hall, Berlin Philharmonie, 
Boulez Saal, Frankfurt Alte Oper and 
Stockholm Konserthuset. Festival engagements 
have taken the Quartet to the Amsterdam 

String Quartet Biennale, BBC Proms, Hitzacker, 
Lockenhaus, Mecklenburg Vorpommern, and 
the Barcelona and Gulbenkian Foundation 
String Quartet Biennale.

Highlights of the 22-23 season include a return 
to Wigmore Hall, as well as performances in 
Cambridge, Manchester, Belfast and Sheffield. 
In Europe, recital engagements take the 
Quartet to Bremen, Munich and Bern as well 
seeing them take part in the Heidelberg 
String Quartet Festival and undertaking an 
extensive tour of Ireland for the National String 
Quartet Foundation. Elsewhere, the Quartet 
makes its debut in Israel with a tour including 
performances in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. In the 
US, 2022 saw the Quartet takes up its position 
as Peak Fellowship Ensemble-in-Residence at 
the Meadows School of the Arts, Southern 
Methodist University, with other future North 
American highlights including performances in 
Calgary and Vancouver.

Haydn – String Quartet Op.33 No.6
Debussy – String Quartet
Mozart – String Quartet K.159
Ravel – String Quartet

Members of the ensemble, left to right:

Bryony Gibson-Cornish (viola)
Johannes Marmen (violin), 
Sinéad O’Halloran (cello), 
Laia Valentin Braun (violin)

Photo: Marco Borggreve


